April 2012 


Journal of Japanese Botany Vol. 87 No.2 


137 


J. Jpn. Bot. 87: 137-139 (2012) 


Bhakta B. Raskoti 3, *, Rita Ale 3 and Keshab Shrestha* 5 : Peristylus intrudens 
(Ames) Ormerod ( Orchidaceae ) - A New Record for Flora of Nepal 


“Pokharathok, 9 Arghakhanchi, NEPAL 

^Natural History Museum, Swayambhu, Kathmandu, NEPAL 

“^Corresponding author: bbraskoti@gmail.com 


Summary: Peristylus intrudens (Ames) Ormerod 
( Orchidaceae ) is reported for the first time in 
Nepal. Detailed description, illustration and 
relevant notes are provided. 


Genus Peristylus comprises 100 species in 
the world and widely distributed in Southeast 
Asia (Pearce and Cribb 2002). Peristylus 
intrudens (Ames) Ormerod is distributed in 



Fig. 1. Peristylus intrudens (Ames) Onnerod. A. Habit. B. Flower (front view). C. 
Flower (side view). D. Dorsal sepal. E. Petal. F. Labellum. Scale: 20 mm (A); 25 mm 
(B); 22 mm (C); 25 mm (D); 12 mm (E); 10 mm (F). All drawn by the first author. 
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Fig. 2. Inflorescence of Penstylus intrudens 
(Ames) Onnerod. 


China, Taiwan and the Philippines (Hsu and 
Chung 2009, Ormerod 2011). In Nepal the 
genus Peiistylus is represented by 15 species and 
distributed in the tropical to the subalpine zone 
(Rajbhandari et al. 2004). Peiistylus intrudens is 
not previously reported so far from Nepal (Hara 
et al. 1978, Banerji and Pradhan 1984, Press et 
al. 2000, Department of Plant Resources 2001, 
Rajbhandari and Dahal 2004, Rajbhandari and 
Baral 2010). There is no record of this specimen 
in the National Herbarium, Kathmandu (KATH) 
and Tribhuvan University Central Herbarium 
(TUCH). In this study Peristylus intrudens is 
reported as new records to Nepal. The specimens 
of Peristylus intrudens have been collected by 
the first author from Central Nepal, Lumbini 
Zone, Palpa District, Rajapani at 850 m and 
herbarium specimen is deposited in KATH. 

Peristylus intrudens (Ames) Ormerod 
in Taiwania 56(1): 46 (2011) - Habenaria 


intrudens Ames in Schedul., Orch. 6: 1 (1923). 

Peristylus spiranthes (Schauer) S. Y. Hu var. 
taipoensis S. Y. Hu & Barretto in Chung Chin. J. 
13: 2 (1976) - Peristylus taipoensis (S. Y. Hu & 
Barretto) T. C. Hsu & S.W. Chung in Taiwania 
54(1): 84 (2009) - Peristylus laceriifer (Lindl.) J. 
J. Sm. var. taipoensis (S. Y. Hu & Barretto) S. C. 
Chen, Gale & Cribb, FI. China 25: 143 (2009). 

Plants 15-25 cm tall. Tubers fleshy, ovoid, 
1 cm long, 1.5 cm in diameter. Roots several, 
slender. Stem erect, cylindrical, glabrous, with 
sterile bracts. Sterile bracts lanceolate, apex 
acute. Leaves clustered at base of the stem, 
oblong-lanceolate, 3.5-7 x 1-2 cm, apex acute. 
Inflorescence 10-15 cm long, raceme 4 cm with 
many, somewhat spiral flowered; floral bracts 
ovate, 1-1.4 cm long and 3 mm wide, apex 
acuminate; ovary terete, including pedicel 8 
mm long, glabrous. Flowers erect, 3 mm across, 
white. Dorsal sepal ovate-oblong, concave, 
2.5-3 x 1.5 mm, 1-veined, apex acute; lateral 
sepals similar to dorsal sepal but slightly falcate, 
1-veined, apex acute. Petals hooded with sepals, 
ovate, 2-3 x 1.4 mm, apex acute. Labellum 
deflexed, oblong-ovate, 2.5 mm long, 3-lobed; 
lateral lobes triangular, smaller than the mid 
lobe ovate, apex obtuse, spur 1 x 1 mm, ovoid, 
column 1 mm long. 

Specimen examined: Central Nepal. Lumbini Zone, 
Palpa District, Rajapani, alt. 850 m, 2 September 2007, B. 
B. Raskoti 268 (KATH). 

Flowering: September. 

Habit and habitat: Terrestrial on humid 
slopes, growing in partial shade. Occurs in 
tropical forest at an altitude of about 850 m. 

Distribution: Central Nepal, China; Taiwan 
and the Philippines. 

References 

Banerji M. L. and Pradhan P. 1984. The Orchids of Nepal 
Himalaya. J. Cramer, Vaduz. 

Department of Plant Resources 2001. Flowering Plants 
of Nepal (Phanerogams). Bulletin Department of 
Plant Resources No. 18, Ministry of Forest and Soil 
Conservation, His Majesty Government of Nepal. 

Hara H„ Steam W. T. and Williams L. H. J. (eds.) 1978. An 
Enumeration of the Flowering Plants of Nepal. Vol. 1. 



April 2012 


Journal of Japanese Botany Vol. 87 No.2 


139 


Natural History Museum, London. 

Hsu T. C. and Chung S. W. 2009. Supplements to the 
orchid flora of Taiwan. Taiwania 54(1): 82-87. 
Onnerod P. 2011. Orchidaceous additions to the Flora of 
China. Taiwania 56(1): 42^19. 

Pearce N. and Cribb P. 2002. The Orchids of Bhutan. Royal 
Botanic Garden, Edinburgh. 

Press J. R., Shrestha K. K. and Sutton D. A. 2000. 
Annotated Checklist of the Flowering Plants of Nepal. 
Natural History Museum, London. 


B. B. Raskoti 3 , R. Ale a , K. Shrestha b : #■ /\° — JHJt jS CD 
Peristylus intrudens ("7 VJ4) 

A/tpib Peristylus intrudens (Ames) 

Onnerod 1* L tc. gffi tt * - Jh fft gfl, 

Lumbini Zone CD Palpa District 77, 850 m U$> 


Rajbhandari K. R. and Baral S. R. 2010. Catalogue of 
Nepalese Flowering Plants - Gymnosperms and 
Monocotyledons 1. Department of Plant Resources, 
National Herbarium and Plant Laboratories, 
Government of Nepal. 

Rajbhandari K. R. and Dalial S. 2004. Orchids of Nepal: A 
Checklist. Botanica Orientalis 4(1): 89-106. 

Wu C. Y., Raven P. H. and Hong D. Y. 2009. Orchidaceae. 
Flora of China Vol. 25. i-xii+570 pp. Science Press, 
Beijing, and Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis. 


ofc. KATH fClRfefc. 

( a A-/G—;L Pokharathok, 9 Arghakhanchi, 



